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PREFACE. 


. € 
It appears to the Council of the Medical College, 
that the present is the most fitting occasion for sub- 
mitting to the public some account of the institution 


NN 





under their charge. Ne 


It would have been premature to speak earlier of 


" this establishment when its success was uncertain. 
Any account of its advancement might have been chal-, 


lenged formerly with reason, upon the ground, thay 
there were no facts to demonstrate, that the Medic’ 

College was capable of sulolling the objects proposed; 
in its formation. But the case j 7 Tewaltered, and the 
College Council can point with no incoytderable de- 
gree of satisfaction to the report of the late exami- 


nation of candidates for letters of qualification to 


practise. 


These examinations more strict and protracted, 
than those of almost any College in Europe, conduct-' 


ed by men of the highest respectability, who were 
unbiassed by any connexion with the establishment, 
amply testify that the labor hitherto bestowed by the 
: pupils and teachers of the institution has not been in 


x 


_ vain, Théy shew that the liberality: of Government , 


ii, 


in providing upon so extendeda scale for instructing _ 
natives ina rational system of medicine has not been 
thrown away upon the undeserving ; that Hindoo - 
youths are as capable of acquiring scientific infor. 
mation as their European brethren, when sufficient 
opportunities for doing so are afforded them ; and they 
demonstrate that prejudices of the most mischevous 
kind, hithérto considered insurmountable, may be 
oyefcome, when the aid of knowledge is brought to 
assist in their overthrow. A few short years since 
it was considered a vain chimera to suppose that 
~ Hindoos of good caste could ever be brought to 
‘pursue the study of Anatomy in the Dissecting-room : 
nd by many they were considered incapable of 
astering the difficulties of science, or of attaining 
oroficiency in a-profession so complicated as that of ~ 
medicine. But “me has shewn that these assertions 
are unfounded. The spread of European intelligence 
in India, the study of English Science and Literature, 
and association with the inhabitants of a civilized 
“country have expanded the native mind and dispell- 
ed its prejudices to a degree heretofore considered 
: impossible. 


’ Calcut‘a, Feb. “4th, 1839. 


pl ~waahi ta ad : - 
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The Medical College is Situated in the centre of the native town, and 
occupies a considerable space of ground. 


The buildings comprize a very spacious and handsome theatre, ca- 
pable of containing five hundred persons—apartments for the purposes 
of Practical Anatomy, a Laboratory, Museum, and a Library and Hos- 
pital. The grounds are extensive and afford a-fine site for additional 
buildings, which, it is proposed, to construct for the reception of Mid~ 
wifery patients, and for general enlargement of the hospital, 


Five Professors separately conduct the departments of Anatomy, 
Chemistry and Materia Medica, Surgery, Botany, and Clinical Medi- 
cine. A Demonstrator is also attached to the anatomical clas$,and the: 
museum is under the charge of a distinct Curator. 


Professor of Anatomy and Medicine.... .. .. 4H. H. Goodeve, M.D. 
Ditto of Chemistry and Materia ‘Me W. B.O’Shaughnessy, ™.D, 
Ditto of Surgery 2 GaN Cc. el Esq. 

Ditto of Botany... Ww Wablich, M.D. 

Demonstrator of Anatomy y : O’Shaughn nigel Esq. 

Curator, G. Evans, 


Secretary. aan ae neebacsies D. Hare, Esq? 












This establishment was founded by Lord William Bentinck in 1835, 
in pursuance of the suggestions of a committee appointed some time 
previously to inquire into the state of medical instruction, and the best 
mode of effecting its amelioration in India. The subjoined extracts 
from the Order in Council issued on the occasion, will convey the best 
idea of the views and circumstances on which the College was estab- 
lished :-— 2 = 

General Orders by H. E, the Right Hon. the Gow. Gem.of India in, Council. 
Four Wituram, 287 Jan. 1835. 


No. 28 of 1835.——The Right Hon’ble the Governor General of India in Council 
is pleased to pass the following Resolutions : 
1st That the Sanscrit College Medical Class, the Medical Class of the Madruss, 
and~he Native Medical Tastitution, be abolished from the 1st- ‘proximo. 
trey 


A 
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: 9d That such of the students of the Native Medical Institution as are now eapa- 
ble of passing their final examination, shall be appointed Native Doctors, and all 
the other students of that Institution be transferred to the Native corps of the army 
upon their present salaries, to become Native Doctors when represented to be duly 
qualified by a Committee of Medical Officers; or, if not found qualified in two 
years, to be discharged. 

3d That a new college shall be formed for the instruction of a certain number of 
Native youths, in the various branches of medical science. 

4th That this college shall be under the control of the Education Committee. 

5th That the Education Committce shall have. the assistanee of the following 
medical officers,—ex-officio : , 

‘The Surgeon of the General Hospital, 

The Surgeon of the Native Hospital, 

The Garrison Surgeon of Fort William, iF 

The Superintendent of the Eye Infirmary, 

And the Apothecary to the Hon’ble Company. 

6th That instruction be given through the medium of the English language. 

7th That a certain number of Native youths, whose ages shall not exceed twen~ 
ty years, or be less than fourteen years, shall be eutered upon the foundation, as 
foundation pupils of the Institution. 

8th That all candidates for admission as foundation pupils, shall be required to 
present respectability of connexions and conduct ; shalt be able to read and write 
English and Bengailee, or English and Hindoostanee, and with these galifications, 
all Natives, between the age of 14 and 20, shall be equally eligible without excep- 
tion to creed or caste, - 

9th That the candidates shall be examined by the Education Committee and the 
Superintendent of the Institution, and that the selection of pupils shall be determin- 
ed by the extentof their acquirements, 

40th That the number of the foundation pupils shall be limited to fifty. 

1lth That the foundation pupils shall each receive a monthly stipend from the 
Government of 7 Rupees, which may be increased according to the following rule : 

12th ‘That all the foundation pupils be divided into three classes, each class hay- 
ing a different salary : . 

‘he 1st class 7 ‘rupees per month, 

Phe 2d class & rupees per month. 

The 3d class 12 rupees per month. 

13th That the fondation of these classes shall be entrusted to the management 
of she Sktucation Committee and the Superintendent of the Institution, it being dis- 
uetly understood, that the qlassification will depend upon the acquirements of the 
pupils, and not upon the period of thir studies 5 excepting, that no-pupil shall, during 
the first tWo years of being on, Nndation, receive a higher salary than 7 rupees 
per month, but that afterware” the~ins sage will depend upon the classification, 

14th =That the foortuti- . pupils apecct to remain at the Institution 
for a periad of not less than four years, and not execeding six years. 

15th That all foundation pupils be required to learn the yrinciples and practice 
of the medical sciences in strict accordance with the mode adopted in Europe 

16th That all the pupils who shall have completed their studies according to the 
form preseribed, shall be entitled to have certificates signed by the Superintendent, 
to enable them to present themselves for final examination, 

17th That the final examination for granting ccrtificates of qualification to prac- 
tise Surgery and Medicine, or, for admission into the service, shall be publicly made 
by the Committee of Fducation, assisted by the Medical Officers above-mentioned. 

18th That such pupils as shall be deemed qualified to _prnctte Surgery and Me- 
dicine, shall receive certificates of qualification signed by the President of the Com= 
mittee of Education; and countersigned by the Seeretary. of that Committee and the 
Superintendent of the Institution. 

19th That the Public Service shall be supplied with Native Doctors from the 
Institntion, and with a view to this object, whatever appointments may happen to fall 
vacant during the period which intervenes two Examinations, shall be offered for 
the acceptance of the students who pass at the Examination next ensuing. The se~ 
Jection shall be regulated by the extent of professional acqairement. 

20th. ‘That as an inducement for pupils of a respectable class to enter the Insti- 
tution, the pay of the Native Doctors, who shall have been educated at th College, 
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nsion, regulated according to the proportions granted to Native commissioned. 
officers of the army, if no longer.capable of performing duty from age, disease or 
wounds, 

2lst That the Education Committee shall be charged with providing a suitable 
building for the College, a library, anatomieal preparations, and all other objects of 
an indispensable necessity to the education of the pupils; the expense being previ- 
ously submitted for the sanction of the Council of ida. 

22 That the College shall be under the management of an European Superin- 
tendent, who shall devote the whole of his tim® to the interests of the Institution, 
and who shall not be permitted to enter into private practice, or to hold any situa- 
tion that can in any way withdraw his attention from his duties at the Institution. 

23d That the Superintendent shall be permitted to draw a staff allowance of 
1,300 Sonat rupees peremonth, in addition to his regimental pay and allowances, 

$4th That the Superintendeut shall be aided in his duties by an Enropean As- 
sistant, who shall draw a staff salary of 600 Sonaut rupees per month, in addition 
to his regimental pay and allowances, 

25th That the European Assistant shall devote the whole of his time to his 
duties at the Institution, and that he shall not be permitted to enter into private 
practice, or to hold any situation that can withdraw his attention from the interests 
of the Institution. : 

26th That the European Assistant shall exercise no control over the manage- 
ment of the Institution, excepting by permission of the Superintendent ; but that he 
shall confine himself to the duty of assisting the Superintendent in the work of edu« 
enting the pupils, Z 

27th That the whole management of the Institution, the-chatge of the pupils, the 
moile of teaching, and all the arrangements, shall be entrusted tp the jadgment aod 
guidance of the Superintendent, uuder the control of the Education Committee. 

28th That the Superintendent shall make half-yearly reports upon the state of 
the Institution to the Education Committee, by whom these reports shall be forward+ 
ed with their sentiments, to the Government of India, 

29th That the division of the duties of the Superintendent and of the Assistant 
shall be made at the discretion of the former, subject to the control of the Education 
Committee. 

30th That the Superintendent with the aid of his Assistant, shall be expected to 
instract the pupils in Anatomy, Surgery, Medicine and Pharmaey, and torquylify 
them, for Medical Charges, either Civil or Military.., - 

31st That the Pupils shall visit to witness tif, practice of the General Hospitals, 
the Native Hospitals, the Hon’ble Compan nsary, the Dispensaries for the 
Poor and the Eye Infirmary, ke 

32 ‘That the Superigscident shalt be supplied, unaS™®Mirection ayd manage~ 
ment of the EducationZommittee, with a certain monthly allowanee of stationery 
for the use of the Insitution. 


934 That the formation of a plan of Medical Education, and the rules.and dis- 
cipline of the Institution, shall be entrusted to the Education Committee. 

34th That in addition to the Pupils on the foundation, the benefits of this Col- 
lege shall be open to all classes of Native youths between the age of 14 and 20, 
without exception to creed or caste, provided ‘they possess respectable connexions 
and conduct, and can read and write English and Bengailee, or Engtish and Hindonse 
tanee ; and that all thus qualified shall, at the discretion of the Committee of Ednea- 
tion, be permitted to attend the instruction at the College, subject to its discipline 
and regulations, 

35th That the Superintendent shall draw a Pay Bill for the Establishment of the 
Institution, which shall be countersigned by the Sceretary of the Education Com- 
mittee, and shall annex it to a nominal roll of the youths on the foundation of, and 
establishments attached to, the Native Medical Institution, and the voucher for the 
payment of the house rent, both signed by the Secretary of the Education Committee. } 











His Lordship and Council is pleased to nominate Mr. Assistant Surgeon M, J. 
Bramley to the situation of Superintendent of the New Medical Coliege. ~—— 
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The gentleman thus selected to fill the high task, of first introduc+ 
ing a systematic course of medical education to the Natives of Bengal, 
was admirably qualified for his office. To an unrivalled degree of sa- 
gacity and appreciation of the character of all those he had to deal 
with, he united the most conciliatory and persuasive manners. The 
intimate acquaintance he had established with the leading mem- 
bers of Society, through his brilliant personal accomplishments, he 
brought to bear effectively in furtherance of the interests of the 
new School. Jn attendance to its business, he was-constant and inde- 
fatigable. To the interests and the feelings of its Pupils he gave un- 
remitting care. Asa Lecturer, he was plaia, unaffected, and succinct, 
but most judicious in the views he adopted and the extent of informa- 
tion he deemed it expedient to impart. 


Dr. Goodeve the present Professor of Anatomy and Medicine was 
‘ appointed a few days after the issuing of this order. 


ok 


In 1835, Dr. 6 Baaughnessy was appointed Professor of Chemistry. 
In May of that Year, the establishment was located in the present 
buildings, and in December of the same year, under the personal direc- 
tion of Dr. Goodeve, Dissections were regularly and systematically 
introduced. Since that period this most necessary part 6f medical 
education has been pursued with unremitting zeal by the students and 
the Dissecting rooms of the Medical College of Bengal are not sur- 
passed by similar establishments in any part of the world. One of 
the strongest prejudices Of wae Nindoos has thus been overcome, and 
the first and most ie-so~.nt step to oo ionat System of medicine in the 
East bas been accomplished. ASE 


About the period alluded to the munificent Dwarkanauth Tagore 
founded yearly prizes for the several classes ; an event, which, by the 
emulation it has excited among the students, has contributed in a most 
important degree to the high proficiency in theit various branches of 
study, by which they have already so repeatedly distinguished them- 
selves. 


In January, 1837, the School suffered a rude and well-nigh calami- 
, tous blow on the death of Mr. Bramley. He had so thoroughly won 
; theaffections of the pupils and conciliated the confidence of all the 
+ oan onties that his loss was tezarded as almost fatal to therrivitg” 
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ever, in obviating the anticipated effects of this misfortune, and 
in organizing the School orf the wide and effective basis on which 
it at present stands. The place of Principal was abolished and the 
salary attached to it employed to found several new offices. Dr. 
Wallich was appointed Professor of Botany, Mr. Egerton, Professor 
of Surgery and Clinical Surgery, Dr. Chapman, Professor of Clini- 
cal Medicine,* and Mr. R. O’Shaughnessy, Demonstrator of Ana-~ 
tomy. Drs. Goodeve and O'Shaughnessy continuing their respec- 
tive professorships as before. The Professors further were consti- 
tuted a faculty or council, and Mr. Hare, an old and inestimable pro~ 
moter of Native education, was appointed Secretary to the College. A 
wiser measure than the last appointment could scarcely have been de- 
vised. The attachment with which the rising generation of the Native 
community regarded Mr. Hare, at once acted as acement to the tot- 
tering resolution of the students. Looking up to him with sentiments 
of filial respect, they sought and found in his affectionate solicitude for 
their interest the best solace for the heavy loss they had to deplore in 
their late Principal and friend. 


The annexed programme of the courses for the session 1837-38, 
will best show the mode in which instruction is now cartied on in the 


reformed School : 
FIRST DIVISION, 


«Anatomy and Physiology, by Professor Goodeve, on Mondayg, 
Tuesdays, 'l hursdays, and Fridays, from 3 to + P.M., from 2d Novem 
ber till 31st March. ‘ 

Anatomical Demonstraty Mle. kN O'Shaughnessy, from 
Ast December to 31st pefrch, on Mondays, TucStay8~hursdays, and 
Fridays, from 1 ag, to 12. bd 

Practical Surgery and Operations, §c. by Professor Egerton, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 2 to 3 P.M., from Ist December te 
3ist March. . : 

Chemistry and Natural Philosophy, by Professor O'Shaughnessy, 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays, from 2to 3 P.M., from Ist De-"*- 
cember to 31st March. ‘ 

Medical Botany, by Professor Wallich, on Mondays and Wednes- 
days, from 104 to 112 a.m., from 15th November to 31st March. 

Public Examination on Saturdays at noon. 

Davip Hang, 


Secy. to the Medical College. 








Medical College, October31, 1837. 
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SECOND DIVISION. 
. GENERAL CLASSES. 
Materia Medica and Practical Pharmacy, by Dr. O'Shaughnessy 


thrice weekly, from Ist May to Ist October on T uesdays, Thursdays, 
and Saturdays at 3 p.m. 


Practice of Medicine, by Dr. Goodeve,on Wednesdays and Fridays 
from Ist May to Ist October at 3 P.M. 


Physiology, by Dr. Goodeve, on Mondays at 3 P.M. 


Clinical Surgery and Surgical Operations, by Mr.Egerton, on Tues- 
days and Thursdays, at 1 P.ot., from Ist May to 1st October. 

Clinical Medicine and Hospital Practicg, daily. 

The College Hospital will be visited daily at noon by Dr. O’Shaugh- 
nessy, from May till August, by Dr. Goodeve, from August to No- 
vember. The Surgical Ward by Mr. Egerton, daily at 1 p.m. 


Medical Botuny, by Dr. Wallich, twice weekly ; Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, at 10 a.m. 
Anatomical Demonstrations, by Mr. R. O’Shaugbnessy, from Ist 
May to 1st October. 
JUNIOR CLASSES. 
The Elements of Chemistry. 
Ist Division. The Gases and Non-metallic Elementary Bodies, 
by Baboo Isserchunder Gangoley, from Ist May to 15th June. 
24 The Metals and Salts by Baboo Sibchunder Kurmocar, from 
15th June to Ist August. 
8d Organic Chemistry, by Baboo Samachurn Dutt, from Ist 
August to Ist October... 2b 
Weekly public examingti« 's on Saturdays, at 1 p.m., at which Me- 
dical Gentlemen and th Pest —-norally-are invited to be present. 


The Government Medals and Tagore Prizes tthe College Founda- 
tion Pupils for proficiency in the branches of knowledge above specified, 
will be assigned in October, by public competition on the subjoined 
scale : . 

Materia Medica, Pharmacy, and Medical Botany,.. 200 Rs. 

Practice of Sargery, Gold Medal,......... 

Practice of Medicine, Silver Medal, 

Best Report of Clinical Cases, ...... 

Elements of Chemistry Professors, Prize of........ 100 ,, 


All the branches of instruction above specified, were open to qualifi- 
ed students without charge on application to the Council of the College. 


eeeeoee ” 







The materiel for anatomical pursuits is abundantly obtained, 
and is kent in nerfect preservation by the injection of arsenical so- 
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and Students of Anatomy to carry on their labours, during the hot- 
season and the rains, without tfe least offensive smell being generated 
in the apartments ; it is indeed, impossible, to have Dissecting-rooms 
more completely free from desagremens of all kinds. 


SKETCH OF THE MUSEUM. 


It cannot be expected that the Museum of which three years since 
there did not exist a single rudiment, should be very extensive. 
Yet in the very shoré space of time, which has elapsed from its com- 
mencement, a number of most valuable preparations have been accu- 
mulated, and already it presents many highly interesting features. 
The great industry and zeal of the Curator, Mr. Evans, has enable 
him to surmount difficulties of no insignificant character,and the shelves 
of this infant collection amply attest the importance of that gentle- 
man’s services. The department of Pathology may, perhaps, be re- 
garded as the best furnished portion of this Museum. Amongst the rest 
are, some preparations and casts of enormous tumours, which have been 
removed from Natives of this country: one is especially interesting, an 
immense mass which was taken from the upper jaw of a Hindoo, by Mr. 
R. O'Shaughnessy. It is the Jargest of the kind ever operated upon. 
There are many magnificent specimens of necrosis and exostosis, and 
a collection ofurinary calculi, almost unrivalled in any country. There 
are many remarkable examples of tropical diseases of the visce- 
ra, ulcerations of the intestines, alterations and derangements of the | 
biliary organs, &c. and one most strikin; reparation of the stomach 
of an individual poisoned by arsenic ;_t aa vith a large number of 


al 
S, alia some fine ‘preparations of mons- 


aneurisms, alien oe 

trosities ; more par#cularly one of a complete double-fettus, which 
lived for some hours after its birth. The purely anatomical prepara- 
tions are less numerous, bat many of them excellent. There is a fine 
collection of wax models and numerous full-sized figures of dissected 
parts by Auzoux, &e. &c. The osteological branch of this department 
is well furnished, and it is especially rich in skulls of various nations 
and characters ; amongst others two crania of Suttee women, are very 
interesting to the stranger. A collection of comparative osteology is 
now in course of formation. 

THE LABORATORY ; 

Contains among numerous interesting articles, a magnificent series 
of Galvanic batteries presented to the College by a public subscription 
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each exposing 43 feet of superficial zinc surface to an equal area of cop- 
per. The igniting and magnetic effects of this battery, when excited 
by solutions of sulphate of soda and sulphate of copper, are of the most 
splendid and astonishing kind. 


2. A series of 100 cells, each 15 inches square, adapted to a steam 
chamber—so that the battery can be heated to the boiling point. This 
is considered to be the finest instrument in existence, for the exhibition 
of the intensity of the electric fluid, as displayed by its deflagration of 
metals, the production of the Galvanic magnet of flame, and its powers 
over the living system. - 


8. Avscries of 300 Galvanic cans of copper and zinc in jars, for the 
demonstration of the laws of voltaic electricity. 


Besides the preceding instruments, the Laboratory possesses an 
enormous electro-magnet, the bars of which are 3 inches in diameter 
py 6 feet long; and some very curious models illustrative of the appli- 
cation of electro-magnetic forces to the movement of machinery, pro-. . 
pulsion of boats and carriages, and effecting of telegraphic communi- 
cations. 


A very extensive and handsome suit of apartments has lately been 
added for the purposes of carrying on Pharmaceutical operations under 
-tue Superintendence of Dr. O’Shaughnessy, who is now engaged 
in the examination of tho Materia Medica of Hindoostan, with the 
view to form an Indian“Phe==.-sagia. 
: gous a TS 


- ” HOSPITAL. ‘\ 


In April, 1838, a small Clinical Hospital capable of containing thir- 
ty sick, with a dispensary for out-door patients, was opened ; the former, 
was soon filled, and the latter affords advice to a large number of ap- 
plicants daily. The success which has attended the formation of this 
small Hospital has induced the Government to build one on a much 
larger scale. A handsome commodious building destined for the re- 
_ception of one hundred patients, with the requisite out offices is now 
incourse of erection and will shortly be completed. 


In a few months, it is also expected, that a Midwifery Hospital will 
be added to the establishment, and the only department of medical study 
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NUMBER OF PUPILS, &c. 

Fifty pupils are maintained*on monthly stipends, ranging from 7 to 
12 Rupees, according to their seniority and deserts. Besides these 
youths, who, at the period when we write, are almost exclusively Hin- 
doos, there is a numerous supplementary class of Candidate Pupils : 
Natives, East Indians, and Members of the subordinate Medical De- 
partment, and within the last six months several young men have been 
sent to the College for Medical Education by the Ceylon Government, 
with a view to empley them in that colony. 


The following Table of the Castes of the several Hindoo Pupils, may 
be interesting to many of out readers :— 


TABLE OF CASTE. 


Brabmins,..,.......... 5] Bankers., A 
Writersy......ceeeeeeene I 
Baeds or Doctor Caste,.... 
Goldsmiths,, ....ce0ee008 
Drugyist,....ceceeeneees 
On leaving College, the native graduates, will be employed as Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons, in the discharge of the duties of Medical At- 
tendant in large Dispensaries, established in different parts of the 


country, on salaries ranging from 60 to 100 Rupecs per month, 





mm bd Go Ut 


These young men have the prospect of an encrease to their salaries 
hereafter, and will enjoy permission to practise on their own account, 
They are not compelled to enter the Government service but may &-. 
tablish themsélyés wherever they please," jf they pr3fer independant 
practice. - af ~ 
RESULTS ote LAST THREE YEARS’ STUDY. - 

Letters having been addressed in June last, by the Chief Secretary 
to Government, through the General Committee of Public Instruction, 
to the College Council, calling upon them to réport the names of such 
Students as they considered fit fo undertake the office of Surgeon te the 
Provincial Dispensaries about te be established by Government in va- 
rious parts of Bengal, the following answer to that letter was trans- 
mitted to Government from the College Council :-— 
To 

J.C. C. Surnertanp, Eso. 


Secretary, General Committee of Public Instruction. 
Sir, 
Cy eee ee IRR, PAORAS (Or me ge menRD 
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. to report the names of four Students qualified to take charge of Dis- 
pensarics in Dacea, Moorshedabad, Pattia and Chittagong. 

In reply L am directed to state, that the Council do not as yet consider 
their Pupils sufficiently advanced in the knowledge of the practice of 
Surgery and Medicine to permit their employment in gencral practice 
with advantage to the public or credit to the institution, in which they 
have been brought up. 

Tn explanation of this statement I am directed to refer to the Gene- 
ral Order by Lord William Bentinck, dated the 28th of January, 1835, 
in which four years are assigned as the minimum, six as the maximum 

* term, for which the Pupils were to remain for instruction. But the 
Medical College was opened only on the Ist of June, 1835, so that but 
two years and ten months have elapsed since the education of the Pu- 
pils commenced. 


It is almost unnecessary to remind the Committee that the Specia] 
Report on which the Medical College was founded and the General Or- 
ders of Government alike urged the adoption of the English system of 
education as far as it was possible to carry its imitation. But in every 
European School of Medicine of the least reputation the minimum 
term of instruction is four years, while in the majority six years are 
required, 


The Committee of Public Instruction are moreover requested to 
Jnar in mind, the difficulties under which the great experiment of the 
Medical College was commenced. Dissections could only be introdu- 
ced by the most gradual and cautious steps, no Museum existed for the 
illustration ofthe changes produced in stricture by disease; there 
was neither Laboratory nor Instruments nor Collections for the teaching 
of Medical Chemistry and Pharmacy ; there was no Hospital for exhibi~ 
ting Practice, in short, the means and instruments for imparting edu- 
cation had all to be made or imported at the very moment when the 
School was nominally opened. 


It is a source, however, of much gratification tothe College Council, to 
reflect to what a great extent these deficiencies have been supplied. They 
can now point totheir Anatomical Rooms and Museum ; to their Collec- 
tions of Instruments and objects of Materia Medica, and to the nucleus 
of a Clinical Hospital, and they can moreover refer to the proved ac- 
quirements to their Pupils in all the elementary branches of their pro- 
fession in Anatomy, Medical Chemistry and Pharmacy, and in the 
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The Council further desire me to urge on your notice, that the small 
Hospital alluded to has been” opened only on the first of the present 
month, that the bed-side instruction of the Pupils is but now commen- 
ing, and that six months at least must elapse before they will have 
learned to apply to the treatments of disease the Elementary and Theo- 
ritical knowledge of Medicine which they already so fully possess. 


In naming six months as the period the Council request they may 
be understood as still retaining their opinion that the term of four 
years is what they conceive to be the minimum for the due education 
of their Pupils. But anxious to facilitate in every degree the wishes 
of the Government and hailing the creation of their Dispensaries with 
the most grateful feelings as the means of providing for their pupils, 
they will, with pleasure, redouble all their exertions to qualify the senior 
classes by the end of October to fill these important situations. 


The Council think that in October next a competition should be held 
at the College by Public Examination (the Examiners not belong- 
ing to the School) and that to the successful candidates the situations 
should be awarded together with a Diploma entitling its possessor to 
practise Medicine and Surgery as a Member of the ‘ College of Native 
Surgeons of British India,’ and they request as soon as possible the 
sanction of your Committee to enable them to carry the preparatory 
measures into effect. 

I have, the honor to be, Sir, your obedt. Servt.. 
Per (Signetl) D. Hare, 
v Secretary, Medical College. 

Medical College, ee 1838. 


_ 





[In November, the examinations accordingly took place, and the fol- 
lowing correspondence will shew the results to which they led and the 
plan upon which they were conducted. ] 

To 
Davip Hare, Ese. 
g Secretary to the Council of the Medical College. 
IR, 
1am directed to forward you for your information and guid- 
ance annexed copics of correspondence. 
i am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
J. C. C. SutHERLAND, 
Secy. to the Govt. of India. 
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To 
Tue GeneraL ComMITTEE oF Pusiic Instruction. 
General Department. 
Hon. Sirs anp GENTLEMEN, 

I am directed to transmit to you the 
accompanying Copy of a Letter from the Committee appointed for the 
examination of the Students of the Medical College, dated the 21st 
ultimo, reporting the result of their examination of such of the Senior 
Students of the Medical College, as were reported qualified for the 
eventual charge of Provincial Dispensaries, together with copy of the 
reply addressed to the Committee, and te state that the Hon’ ble the 
President in Council will await your report upon the institution gen- 
erally, and upon the best means of turning to account the qualifications 
of the four youths who successfully passed the examinations, before 
further considering the suggestions offered as to the course of study 
proper to be exacted and the other points noticed by the examiners. 

I have the honor to be Hon. Sirs and Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) H. T. Prrnser, 


Secy. to the Govt. of India. 
Council Chamber, the 5th Dec., 1838. 





To REPORT OF THE EXAMINERS. 


H. T. Prtnsep, Esa. = 


Secretary to the Government of India. 
Sir, . 


- WitlTéference to your communication to our address of the 
17th ultimo, nominating us a Committee for the Examination of such 
Senior Students of the Medical College as are reported qualified for 
the charge of Provincial Dispensaries, we have the honor to submit 
a Report of the result of our Proceedings for the information of the 
Supreme Government. 


2d-—-Considering the great importance of the task imposed upon 
us in all its relative interests, and the grave responsibility which a due 
performance of it incurred; we agreed in opinion, that the Examin- 
ation should be of a throughly searching and strict character, not only 
injustice to the Public, but to the Students themselves, and their 
teachers; in regard to a full developement of the acquirements of the 
former, no less than a proper estimate of the eminent merits of the 


se 
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through a similar ordeal, would have a salutary effect upon the minds 
of the alumni at large; stimuldting them to the utmost diligence in the 
hopes of attaining after a similar trial the like success and the cer- 
tainty of an honorable livelihood under the patronage of Government, 
which would be its immediate result. 

3d,--The necessity for a more protracted and strict examination 
than usually obfains in England, was recognized also for the obvious 
reason, that in England the Pupil commences the study of his pro- 
fession with the advafitage of a prior state of preparation and ratioci- 
native discipline, which it would be in vain as yet to look for in India. 
He has in fact already mastefed the elements of general knowledge in 
the Vernacular of his Country, and commences accordingly his course 
of professional study with greater aptitude of apprehension and pro= 
babilities of enduring retention in regard to the knowledge of which 
he is the ready and acute recipient than in the nature of things is to 
be expected with Indian Students, who, whatever their fluent advance- 
ment in writing and reading English may be, think in a language ex- 
ceedingly differing from it in idiom, construction, and general applica~ 
tion toideas. To thisit may also be added, that in India the social 
anomalies, the habits and associations of the Students are peculiarly 
adverse to the full and active developement of their moral powers. 
The aptitude for attainment in a language in which they think is with 
native Students perhaps on an average fully equal to that of Enuro- 
peans, bnt experience has convinced us, that in the faculty of retentioh 
they are inferior. 

4th.—The College itself of course was considered as the most suita~ 
ble place, where the examination could be held. ‘Phe examination 
commenced on Tuesday, the 30th October, when the following senior 
and more savasod Pacliccome freer as idates for letters, tes- 


timonials, viz. 





























Place of native 
| Names. Age. Caste. Cou: ceases 
1/Umachurn Set..... .|Caleutta. 
2;Dwarkanath Gupta. .|Ditto. 
3|Rajkisto 1 Dey........ .|Ditto. 
4,Gobind Chander Goopta. . Ditto. 
5\Kallychand Dey...... ‘Ditto. 
6 Gopal Krishna Gup . |Ditto. 
7\Churmun Lall. -/Delhi. 
8|Nobinchunder Mitter.. -|Caleutta, 


9 Nobinchunder _Mokerjee. . 


na eee mice 
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5th.—The following was handed to us as a sketch of the course of 


the study of the Candidate Pupils. 





Subject of Study. 





First year's Study, 1835-36. 





AnxaToMy anD PuysioLocy 


CHEMISTRY 


Anatomy AND PuysioLocy’ 


Marerts MEDICA....... +6. 


Practice or Puysic. . 


Evements or SurGery..... 
CHEMISTRY AND PHARMACY. . 
Intropuction To Borany... 


Anatomy AND Paystotoey... 


DEMONSTRATIONS AND Dis- 


SECPIONS... 6. eee cere ee 

x 
NatoraL PuiLosopuy, THE 
Srream Encine, &c..... 
Srructurat Borany. 
OpxeRATIVE SURGERY......... 
Marerta Mepics Natura g 





ARRANGEMENT. ......66 
Practice or Puysic. 
Evementary SurcER 
CuemicaL Practice IN 

SMALL HosPITAL, ATTACH- 

ED TO THE COLLEGE. .... 








ij 


One elementary course by Messrs. Bram- 


Jey and Goodeve, See ec osenmit to 
April, 1836. One “@otffse . Goodeve, 
from Aprilto September, 1836. 

One introductory course by Dr. O’Shaugh- 


a messy, from January to March 1836, and a 


second course by ditto from April to Sep- 
tember. a 
Second year’s Study, 1836-37. 

One course by Dr. Goodeve, from No- 
vember, 1836, to April, 1837; during which, 
all the candidates were constantly engaged 
in the actual dissection of the human body. 

Dr. O'Shaughnessy , from 1836 to April, 
1837, according to therapeutical arrange- 
ment. 

on Goodeve, from May to September, 
1837. 

Mr. Egerton, from ditto to ditto. 

Dr. O'Shaughnessy, from ditto to ditto. 

Dr. Wallich, from ditto to ditto. 

Third year, 1837-38. 

Dr. Goodeve from November, 1837, to 
April, 1838. 

r. R. O'Shaughnessy, from ditto to 
ditto. 


Dr. O'Shaughnessy, from ilitto to ditto. 


Dr. Wallich, from ditto to ditto. 

Mr. Egerton, from ditto to ditto. 

Dr. O'Shaughnessy, from May to Octo- 
ber, 1838. 

Dr. Goodeve, from 

Mr. Egerton, from ditto to ditto. 





ditto to ditto — 





; | 
¢ From May to October 1838. 
| 


Each Candidate bad thus attended three courses of Anatomy and 
Physiology ; two of actual Dissection ; three of Chemistry ; one of Na- 
tural Philosophy ; two of Materia Medica and two of General and Me- 
dical Botany ; two of the practice of Physic, and two of the Principles 
and Practice of Surgery, and one of Operative Surgery. 

6.—-This amount of Instruction appears to us to embrace all the es- 


sential branches of 2 complete Medical Education, with the exception of 
Midwifery: for the tuition of which. there is ne provision in the Insti- 
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7.—The first Examination-day as already stated, was Tuesday, the 
30th October; the business of tlre day was carried on by Messrs. Corbyn, 
Grant; Matin and Stewart, in the presence of the Professors of the Col- 
lege and Messrs. Green and Macintosh, of the Bengal and Madras Me- 
dical Service, who came as Spectators of the proceedings. 
ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY. 











| Pupils ecamined. Character of Replies. 
J]Umachurn Set........ Clear, steady and satisfactory. 
Q|Dwarknath Gupto. «| Same as above, but not quite so clear. 
3|Rajkisto Dey.........-- Ditto ditto ditto ditto. 

4Gobindchunder Goopto.| Pretty good, but apt to be hasty and un- 





‘reflecting in his answers. 





Each Candidate was examined for upwards of half an hour by him- 
self, being admitted one by one ; and, afterwards, led to the Dissecting- 
room, where they were made to demonstrate the parts in various sec- 
tions of the subject, which they did most creditably. 

8.--2d day, Wednesday, 31st October, present Messrs. Corbyn, 
Grant, Stewart, Goodeve and O’ Shaughnessy. 


























Pupils examined. Character of Replies. 
5)Kallachand Dey........ mA | Some of his answers very good, others 
iven without dye reflection; a good aft- 
oe tomist. 
6|Gopalchunder Gupto......] Apparently of a slow turn, his average 
lanswers good, but apt to get confused. 
7\Chumun Lall....... .. 5+ Cool, collected and~very correct an- 
e swers; a good anatomist. + 
g\Nobinchunder Mitter.....] Evidently a young man of superior 
lacquirements ; all his answers excellent, 
though he has naturally a diffident man- 
ner. 
9|Nobinchunder Mookerjee, ..|_ His answers generally satisfactory. 
10;Buddinchunder Chowdree, | Ditto ditto ditto ditto. 
IllJames“Pote,...........0-- Pretty much the same, but slowish. 


Each Student was in turn as in the previous day led to the Dissecting- 
room to demonstrate; they also performed some Surgical Operations, in 
the course of which, Gobindchunder Gupto gave a very dissatisfac- 
tory reply to the question of how he would perform the Operation of 
Tracheotomy. 3d, day Thursday, Ist November, 1838. 





Present Messrs. Corbyn. Grant and Martin: Doctors Goodeve and 
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CHEMISTRY AND PHARMACY, 











Pupits examined. Character of Answers. 
1j)Umachurn Set...........- ' Most admirable, steady, satisfactory 
| and reflective. 
2'Dwarkanath Gupta........ Admirable, steady, satisfactory and re- 
flective. 
3/Rajkisto Dey..... Ditto ditto ditto, cool and collected. 
4)Gobinchunder Gupta... Some of his anstvers good, others care- 





less and unreflecting, fatled in definition 
lof objects, remanded to his studies for 
six months. 





This day was a strictly practical examination, putting the Students’ 
knowledge of the subjects to the severest possible test, with a result 
that was highly satisfactory. Each pupil was requested to prove by 


_ their sensible qualities, and their effects when acted on by reagents, the 


nature of the contents of various bottles, containing liquids (as the 
mineral acids) that stood on a neighbouring table, and all deprived of 
labels; and also the nature of various substances of similar colour and 
consistence, contained in vials without labels, by the application of tests, 
as the examination proceeded. 


Mr. Martin having joined the Committec, they proceeded to the 
Cperating-room, when Umachurn Set, Dwarkanath Gupta, Rajkista 
Dey, and Nobinchunder Mitter, performed various operations on the 
dead-body in pretty good style ; but the impression on the minds of the 
examiners becarfic general, that this was the least brilliant part of the 
examination they had as yet undergone. ‘ 


10.—Fourth day’s examination, Friday, 2d November, 1838. We 
learned to-day that Bunddinchunder Chowdry and James Pote had 
voluntarily withdrawn from further examination for six months. 


8 
Fourth day, Friday, 24 November, 183}, present Messrs. Corbyn, 


. , Grant, Martin, and Stewart, and the Professors of the Institution; Mr. 


' F. Halliday, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, was also a Specta~ 
tor. 
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CHEMISTRY AND MATERIA MEDICA. 














Pupils examined. Character of Replies. 
{\Kallachand Day..-.----+-- Answered very satisfactorily, but apt 
Ito be hurried. . 
g\Gopalchunder Gupto.... - Some of his answersgood, but wanting 
iu clearness generally, and apt to be con- 
‘6 jfused 5 remanded to his studies for six 
jmonths. 
3iChumun Lall....---+ ++ ++ Steady, collected and excellent replies; 
* and shewed himself a better chemist 
than was suppossd. 
4\Nobinchunder Mookerjee. .| Answered ‘extremely well throughout. 
5{Nobinchunder Mitter...... Excellent: knows his subject tho- 
: jroughly. 








‘The examination was of the same practical and strict character as on 
the preceding day, and the result highly gratifying ; we regret, that we 
cannot record the same approbation of the mode in which surgical 
operations on the dead-body were performed, by the candidates above 
mentioned, with the exception of Nobinchunder Mitter. Some did not 
know how to strap the Tourniquet, and others performed operations 
ina way that satisfied us they never could have practised much, if at all, 
on the dead-body, otherwise the young men had acquitted themselves 
very meritoriously ; but, convietion coming home to themselves of tha?, 
wherein they “ifd evinced most deficiency, they withdrew voluntarily 
from farther.examination for a period of six months. The following 
four now only remained to be examined further for letters testimonial, 
viz., Umachurn Set,e Dwarkanath Gupta, Rajkisto Dey, ‘and Nobin- 
chunder Mitter. It was now determined that as the Examiners had 
reached that stage of their task which comprised the practice of Medi- 
cine and Surgery, they should adjourn until they could all be present, 
and the state.of Dr. Nicolson’s health admit of his presiding. 


Jn the interim, the four Candidates above named addressed the Ex- 
aminers by letter, stating that they rad assiduously practised the capi- 
tal operations of Surgery during two years on the dead-body, andmany 
of the minor ones (no particulars of which were specified) on the living 
patient, and soliciting another day’s trial. In this request, the Commit- 

hae Sed the 7th of Nevember for re- 
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11.—Fifth day of examination, 7th November, 1831. Present Messrs. 
Nicolson, Grant, Martin and Stewart, arid the Officers of the College. 


MATERIA MEDICA AND PRACTICE OF PHYSIC. 








Pupils examined. Character of Replies. 
Umachurn Set... ........ Most satisfactory in every respect evincing 
thorough knowledge of the subject. 


Rajkisto Dey............ Ditto ditto ditto. 
Dwarkanath Gupto...... Ditto ditto ditto. 








The examination, as previously, was of a peculiarly searching and 
strict character, and the only faulty points were those, where the self-re- 
Jiance that can only be derived from practical experience appeared to be 
deficient. Each pupil’s examination took up about an hour or upwards. 

12,—Sixth day’s examination. Present Messrs. Nicolson, Corbyn, 
Grant, Martin and Stewart, and the Officers of the Cellege; Mr. Mil- 
Jet, Law Commissioner, was also present. 


PRACTICE OF PHYSIC AND MATERIA MEDICA. 








a Pupils examined. Character of Replies. 
Nobincltunder Mitter...; He was examined for two hours very search- 
, : ingly, and exhibited excellent knowledge of his 
N subject; but somewhat obscured by a diffidence 


* lof manner, already alluded to, He has been em- 
ployed for sometime as apothecary to the little 
hospital attached to the College, and has given 
igreat satisfaction, 





During the examination of Nobinchunder, two of the Examiners 
and some of the Officers of the College proceeded to the Dead-room, to 
gee operations performed on the body by Umachurn Set, and Rajkisto 
Dey, who performed the operations of amputation in a very neat and 
satisfactory manner. 


13,—Seventh day, Friday, 9th November, 1838, 
Present Messrs. Nicholson, Corbyn,Grant, Martin, Stewart, Goodeve, 
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PRACTICE OF SURGERY AND OPERATIONS. 


———- 











a a 


Pupils examined. Character of Replies. 





Umachurn Set,.......--++ Very satisfactory. 
Rajkisto Dey,.. Ditto ditto, 
Dwarkanath Gupto,. . .| Ditto ditto. 
Nobinchunder Mitter,....+ Ditto ditto. 












Dwarkanath Gupta and Nobinchunder Mitter then were taken 
separately to the Operating-room, and performed Operations on the 
Dead-body very meritorionsly. 


14. The Supreme Government will see from the above, that the ordeal 
through which these young men have passed, is one of no common 
kind, and affords a very gratifying measure of capacity and acquire- 
ments. The result is such as to satisfy us that their average 
knowledge is of solid and well grounded character. In Chemistry 
Anatomy, and Elementary Physiology, this was particularly obvious, 
and reflects the highest credit upon the Professors. In the more prac- 
tical branches of education, we have no doubt, that equal excellence 
will become manifest when the Students have had prolonged oppor- 
tunities (which hitherto they had not) of studying the practice of 
Medicine and Surgery by the bed-side of the siek, means which the 
Institution now happily has within itself: It is our opinion also, that 
the Durrumtollah Native Hospital might, to a certain cx 
dered available for this purpose. 


° 

15.—To Umachurn Sct, Dwarkanath Gupta, Rajkisto Dey, and 
Nobinchunder Mitter. we have unanimously come to the decision of { 
granting letters testimonial, that we consider them competent to the | 
practice of medicine and surgery; we beg to recommend them ac- : 
cording ‘to the liberal consideration of Government, as the first 
Hindoos who rising superior to the trammels of prejudice and obsta- 
cles of no ordinary character, have distinguished themselves by attaining 
to complete Medical Education upon enlightened principles. lt also 
affords us great gratification to report from the testimony of the 
Officers of the Medical College, that the conduct of these young men 
during their course of study has been uniformly correct, steady and 
satisfactory. 


bP ren~ 


D2 
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16.—The Supreme Government will observe, that in one year less 
than the period assigned in General Orders of 28th January, 1835, 
These young men have by diligent application, as well as by the ex- 
ertion of uncommon ability, acquired such a measure of general 
medical knowledge, as to bear them ereditably through a very rigid 
examination. Nevertheless, as a general rule we consider, that the 
period of study ought not to be less than four years, save as respects 
any of the original eleven Candidates, who appeared before us on the 
30th of October and two following days, who, at the end of the six 
month’s probation to which we remanded two of them, and which others 
of their own accord fell back upon, may “become candidates again for 
letters testmonial; we would also suggest that in future each Student 
should attend not less than three courses of the practice of Surgery, 


three of the practice of Physic and Materia Medica, and two of opera- 
tive Surgery. 


17.—We would respectfully urge on the consideration of Govern- 
ment the expediency of assigning to these young men, a liberal scale 
of pay for whatever professional employment they may be appointed 
to. We consider Rs. 100 per month would at the outset of their ser- 
vice be the most suitable rate of remumeration for such young men as 
distinguish themselves to the extent the four who bave now obtained 
letters testimonial have done ; which amount might be increased in pro» 
gress of time according to extent of service and desert. 


184-Should these young men be appointed immediately to Dispen- 
sarie?.or any other medical charge, we recommend that it be always 
within the reach of one of the European Medical Gentlemen belonging 
to the Service, and that in all complicated cases of disease, more 
particularly those which may require capital operations, it may be 
enjoined upon them to consult with such Medical Officers on all such 
cases or on any others, in which they might wish for assistance. They 
should also keep regular case-books as records of their practice with 
house-patients. 


19.—As some security for retention of the knowledge acqnired at 
College, we deem it our duty to recommend that an abstract of cases 
should be submitted by them monthly to the Council of the Medical 


College. We further recommend, that at the end of five years they 
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ment; we further recommend, that for the purpose of frequent and ha- 
bitual reference, they be supplied before quitting the Presidency with 
the following works :— 


Phillips’ Translation of the London Pharmacopia. 
‘Thomson’s elements of Materia Medica Therapeutic. 
Dr. O’Shaughnessy’s Manual of Chemistry. 
Cloquet’s Anatomy by Knox. 

Sir C. Bell’s Institutes of Surgery, Gust published.) 
‘Dr. Geo. Gregory’s Elements of Medicine. 

Twining on the Diseases of Bengal. 

Cooper on Dislocations and Fractures, &c. 

Clarke’s Commentaries on the Diseases of Children. 


90.—-In conclusion we anticipate that a fair proportion of the pupils 
will be found qualified like the four above recommended in each suc- 
ceding season, and that by the end of the fifth year all the Students of 
the original foundation will have passed with credit an examination 
such as we have now instituted. We deem it of much importance that 
pupils of respectability from the Upper Provinces should be encourag- 
ed as much as possible to become Alumni of the Institution; and, no 
doubt, the appointment of the four successful candidates for lettters tes- 
timonial to respectable and lucrative situations will, with reference to 
this desirable object, be productive of much good. 

We have, ke. 


(Signed) S. Niconson, te 
- Surgton Créral Hospital. 
9 : J. Grant, 


Surgn. Apothy. to the H. E. I, Co. 


i J. R. Martin, 
Presdy. Surgn. & Surgn. Native Hospl. 


D. Stewart, 
Asst. Surgn. Supt. Genl. of Vaccination. 


” 


Calcutia, 21st Nov., 1838. 
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To 
S. Nrcoxson, 
J. Grant, . 
J. R. Martin, Esquires. 
- D. Stewart, 
GENTLEMEN, 


I am directed by the Hon. the President in Council 
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 2lst ultimo, re- 
porting the result of your Examination of the Senior Students of the 
Medical College reported qualified for the eventual charge of Provin- 
cial Dispensaries, and in reply to convey to you the thanks of the Go- 
vernment for the pains and skill with which you have conducted these 
examinations, and made them tests of assured qualification in every 
branch of medical knowledge and of scientific instruction afforded by 
the College. 


2.—Copy of your report will be transmitted to the General Com- 
mittee of Public Instruction, and the President in Council will wait 
their report upon the institution generally before further considering 
the suggestions offered as to the course of study proper to be exacted, 
and upon the other paints noticed by you. In the mean time, I am 
desired to request, that Certificates may be granted under your signa- 
tires to Oomachurn Sait, Dwarkanath Goopta, Rajkisshen De, and 
Nobinchunder’ Mittre, the four students reported by you to be fully 
qual fied. The President in Council is much gratified by the result 
of the examinations of these four youths which evince a scale of quali- 
fication of a very high order, and His Honour in Council, will gladly 
avail himself of any opportunity that may offer for securing to the 
Public Service, the benefit of their professional attainments and skill. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) H. T. Prinser, 
Secretary to Govt. of India. 
(True Copies) 
(Signed) H. T. Prinsep, 
Secretary to Govt. of India. 
Council-chamber, the 5th December, 1838. 
(True Copies} 

(Signed) J.C. C. SUTHERLAND, 

ec 
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The Opium Board having placed at the disposal of Dr. O’Shaugh- 
nessy, the situation of Laboratofy and Medical Assistant in that Depart. 
ment at Patna, a similar examination to that above discribed was held 
in January, of five candidates, from amongst whom Babeo Samachurn 
Dutt, was selected to fill the office ; he accordingly received his letter of 
qualification with the four Students’ named in the Report. 


In compliance with the above letter a Meeting was held in the Col- 
lege Theatre, for the purpose of conferring letters of qualification upon 
these young men stated in the above report to be entitled to receive 
them. Sir Edward Ryan, the Chief Justice, presided in his capacity of 
President of the General Committee of Public Instruction, and a very 
large body of European and Native Gentlemen of high respectability, 
were present on the occasion. Among the former were Sir H. Seton, 
Puisne Judge of Supreme Court of Bengal; Hon’ble W. Robert- 
son, Member of Council; the Lord Bishop of Calcutta; Messrs. 
Parker and Trotter, Members of the Opium Board of Bengal; Cap- 
tain Forbes, Mint Master; Dr. D. McCleod, Deputy Inspector Ge- 
neral of Hospitals ; R. D. Mangles and F. J. Halliday, Esqr., Secretaries 
to Government, Mr. Lowis, Commissioner in the 24-Pergunnahs, His 
Highness the Nawab of Chitpore, Rajah Raj Narain Roy, Dwarka~ 
nath Tagore, Esq., the Members of the Committee of Public Instruction, 
&e. 


The above correspondence having been read_-byQy, O’Shaugtt? 
nessy, Sir Edward Ryan, presented the graduates with their letters of 
qualification, which run as annexed :— 3 


a 
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SPevicat LChottege of EMengol, 


IN THE YEAR OF THE CHRISTIAN ERA, 


1835: 


CORRESPONDING TO THE BENGAL ERA, 
1242. 


We the undersigned having fully and carefully examined 
of on the ———~ of 
do hereby certify, that he possesses an intimate knowledge of Anatomy, 
Physiology, Chemistry and Materia Medica, and that he is sufficiently 
versed in the Principles und Practice of Medicine and Surgery, to qua- 
lify him for holding public Medical Employment, or for commencing 
independent practise. We have further received satisfactory proof of 
his diligence and good conduct, during his education at the Medical 
College of Bengal. 




















~~ Signed by. i 
—/——— Surgeon, Genl. Hospl. Professor of Botany. 
—— Apothecary General. Do. Surgery. 








Surgeon, Nat. Hospl. Do. Anatomy andMedicine, 


Do. Chemistry & Mat. Med. 





Gar. Surg., Fi. Wm. 








Sup. Gen. Vaccination 





Demonstrator of Anatomy. 


Secy. Med. College of Bengal. 


President, Committee of Public Instruction. 
we 
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After this ceremony was concluded Dr. John -Grant,.zead the fol- 


eos to the young meif :— ~~~ 
(De " Grant's Admonition to the Students of the Medical College, who 


have obtained Certificates of Qualification. 





Omacutrn Day, Rasgisto Day, anp oy 
Dwargxatn Goortt, | Nosrxcuvnper Mitrer. 


‘In my father-land, it is usual, on granting Academic Testimonials to 
those Students who pass in their College Examinations ; to address a few 
words of Admonition to the Professional Aspirants. In accordance with 
this good old rule, I have been requested at a short notice, to give you an 
exhortation regarding the new duties, upon which you have been publicly 
declared, qualified to enter. 

‘Allow me in thename of the College Council, and my Colleagues the 
Examiners, to cengratalate you, as we do most cordially and sincerely, 
upon the successful termination of your College probation, which, I trust, 
is the auspicious harbinger of similar success in your professional career. 
From the Professors, we were glad to learn, that your conduct while in 
the institution was meritorious and steady ; and characterised by docility, 
zeal and assiduity. To these I would also beg briefly to add, our sense 
of the patience and perseverance with which you have effected a triumph 
over circumstances of formidable difficulty and complexity; considering 
the social and religious prejudices by which you were circumvented. The 
fruits of these you now, to a certain extent, enjoy, in what ought ever to 
be most precious to generous and ingenuous minds,—academie istinction 
and the recorded approbation of your superiors, I mention this not to 
minister in the slighvest degree to your personal vanity—but as a matter 
of justice to yourselves, and of encouragement to fellow students 
who have not ye#passed through their academic ‘rile, Dare T hope, 
will soon be found successfully following your laudable examplé™ You 
Jeave this institution with a character that renders it very necessarf for 
you to be most circumspect, lest you should be so unfortunate, as, gfany 
time hereafter, to fall short of the promise it now holds out. So far as 
you have gone, you have done well—very well. In welcoming you, how- 
ever, my brethren,—as the first four Hindoos who have received such a 
distinction and one which you ought highly to value, as I doubt not you 
do: In welcoming you, I say, into the ranks of a liberal and honorable 
profession: let me impress upon you, that although your preceptorial 
instruction be concluded, you are only entering upon that system of self- 
education, which the medical practitioner must follow in the trying school 
of experience. The medical man while he lives must be a student, for 
were you to live to the utmost limits of mortality, Nature would still have 
something new to unfold to you; somcthing that it would be not mere- 
jy graceful for you to know, but absolutely necessary to understand. 
Taught in a foreign language, and after foreign models, no less than by 
foreign teachers—it will require great vigilance of revision, and reference 
on your part, to retain profitably in your mind the knowledge which you 
have acquired; no less than to make it the stratum upon which to 
found further knowledge. I beseech of you, therefore, to keep fresh, 
and in active operation, your English pequirements, by frequent, and 
steadily continued, or habitual reference to: jooks ; and also by conversa- 
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tion with Europeans, more especially, the members of our own profession. 
Ifyou do not very especially attend to this—you will not only retrograde 
yourselves, but you will prejudice the cause of native scientific edycation. 
Cherish habits of observation—Consider what is the chief merit of the 
great Hippocrates, in our eyes. It consisted in his patient industry in 
watching all morbid signs and_changes—and his accuracy in recording 
the minutest circumstances of disease. Nothing escaped him; his judg- 
ment which was deemed marvellously unerring, was formed upon a com- 
parison of several things; he did not judge froma single circumstance ; 

e compared and weighed several, as posture—pulse—mode of speech, and 
so forth. You have not merely to watch the phenomena of known diseases 
and to combat them by known means—but you mist be on the watch for 
new diseases—or striking modifications of some well known disease; and 
for new remedies and modifications of old ones, to meet the contingencies 
of shifting conditions—for there cannot bé a doubt that varymg civiliza- 
tion affects varyingly the phenomena of disease and treatment, 


‘ Your duties are fourfold ; they concern the sick, the profession to which 
‘ou belong, society at large, and the Government we all have the honor 
oserve, Of your duties to yourselves, I say nothing, deeming that they 
are self evident to you.’ All these duties are-based upon a very simple 

olden rule, to do to others as we would be done by, An inhuman, a dis- 

ionest, a licentious medical practitioner; is there not in the very expres- 
sion something that jars upon the moral sense? If a physician be want~ 
ing in honor, in humanity, and in rectitude of conduct; what possible 
security have society for the confidence reposed in him? None! and 
where are those on the face of the earth, men in whose discretion, honor 
and goodness, such a large measure of confidence is placed as in medical 
men? If they want those qualities, then, I emphatically say they want 
all; for the other qualities are naught without the moral ones. Scienti- 
fic skill and experience are like the sword of the brave and the loyal—of 
use only when in the hands of the honest and true. Personal honour, 
Anust be the loadstar of your conduct: without that, you will only be 
bringing areprosehupon the fair fame of our profession. Out of this 
sentient springs the capacity to keep asecret. Youare yourselves well 
able‘to judge, how far you are likely to be confided in by the heads of fa~ 
miljes: However this may prove, with you; yet, addressing you with 
Eurepean experience, blended also with personal opportunities of being 
consulted professionally by your countrymen, (some of them men with 
families)—let me remind you that to a physician much is entrusted: He 
is the depository of many delicate secrets (for the constitution of our na- 
ture, or conventional habits, is such, that there are even maladies, we 
would rather it were not known we laboured under.) The physician may 
sometimes be the depository, not mercly of the maladies and weaknesses, 
but to a certain extent of the honour of individuals, and families. What 
an important ! what a gravely responsible trust ! and to what a depth of 
baseness must that professional man fall, who should betray such a sacred 
trust! Remember, then, that you are not to gossip respecting the ailments 
of your patients, or to blab the confidential revelations, made to your ear 
alone. his condition is in no way inconsistent with your giving the be- 
nefit of the fruits of your experience, or of pathological facts, to the pro- 
fession. Be not offended, if I remind you, of the vital necessity of rigid- 
ly adhering to the truth. 1 am not here to flatter you and your country- 
men, and Pnise declare, as I am bound to do, that the greatest fault I 
have experienced in my sojourn among them, is a laxity in regard to 
Re a ice OR ee ce a ed eT a ae 
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will naturally doubt your word, in questions of weight ; and the fruits of 
our observation, nay, even your very discoveries, might thus prove of 
ttle or no value. ‘T’o be accurate in observation and the registry of facts, 
however, it is necessary that the language in’ which you record facts or 
theories should be accurate. You have still much to learn on this very 
head; and I beg of you not to forget my words. Avoid jumping to con- 
clusions ; that is to say, do not allow any bent towards a preconceived 
hypothesis to give you one-sided and unphilosophical, that is to say, hasti- 
ly formed, and unwise views. oo 
‘Your duty to the sick requires—in the first place humanity—in the se- 
cond place humanity—and I say again, humanity ! You must obtain the 
sick man’s confidencé, ‘To do so, you must at least evince that you do 
not want sympathy with his condition. You must be patient with the 
sick—for remember that they gre suffering from disease—while you are 
listening, in health. Thetefore, you will not care for peevish, and hasty 
expressions wrung (perhaps from a naturally placid person) by pain and 
anguish. You must bear and forbear; you must even affect not to hear 
the petulance of the sufferer. A sick man does not like to be much ques- 
tioned. It will save him annoyance if you put previous questions to 
friends or attendants. Do not, however, implicitly trust to such. Never 
take reports of others on the subject of some phenomena, as discharges, 
&c, Here you must judge for yourselves or you are unfit for your profes- 
sion. Certefy yourselves as to the seat of disease; and its nature, whe- 
ther local, or general; organic or furictional. Never prescribe till you 
answer the question to your own mind, as if it were put to you by another, 
why, and for what, you are prescribing: Do not prescribe merely to ap- 
pear to be doing something, and should you find that your first view was 
a mistaken one, do not hesitate td correct it at once, and to alter your treat- 
ment, no matter how inconsistent ft may appear, provided you are satis- 
fied, in your own mind, that you are right. To humanity you must add 
firmness. You may humour your patient when the contrary would irri- 
tate him, and perhaps mischievously accelerate vascular action; but you 
must not compromise yourself by doing so too much, far there are limit® 
that: common s@ftse will shew you, no medical man can T0lerat®&to pass. 
You must be absolute in the sick chamber, or be nothing. Do t shift 
with the opinion of friends of the sick, or unprofessional men : who ask 
jf this would not be good and that would not be good. You should cut 
such gratuitous interference short. Give your directions clearly; and ex- 
plicitly, not merely as to medicines, and their administration and vehi- 
cles; but as to regimen, and then such suggestions as I allude to will be 
anticipated. Nevertheless, a person of sense, not of the profession, may 
sometimes make a very proper suggestion which you perhaps have over+ 
looked. Receive sueh than: fully. Friends too may sometimes warn you 
that certain medicines, however they may affect others, Broduce some pe- 
culiarly alarming effects upon the indivi ual you are called to preseribe 
for. Always respect such cautions and be guided by them, for they are 
the result of experience which, as respects the party, you have yet to ac- 
quire. Need I remind you of the absolute necessity of moral courage to 
the medical man? Let him lose his presence of mind, and he commits 
himself irretrievably. Of this there are lamentable instances in the records 
of our profession, but this is not the place to dilate upon them. There are 
various points, regarding which your intimacy with the manners and pre- 
judices of your countrymen, will suggest to you the most expedient and 
proper course to pursue. Should a patient be told of his danger? Much 
must depend upon the particular circumstances of each case. I should 
he oy nanetaae von seriously ill, and if you will not 
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rigidly adhere to my rules, I cannot be answerable for the consequences. 

-Your plain duty is to cure the patient if you can and prolong his life. It 
is not your business to volunteer a fatal prognosis to the patient. The 
friends, however, have a right to know your impressions on this head. 
The patient will sometimes appeal earnestly and solemnly, to know if 
he isin danger and drawing near his end: ‘Whenever I have been so ap- 
pealed to myself Ehave always (however reluctantly) candidly admitted 
that I thought so. Much may depend upon this as respects the disposal 
of property, and other considerations. 


* Your duty towards your professional brethern, that is to say, to each 
other, is very simple ; cherish a certain brotherly~and generous feeling. 
Avoid as you would a deadly snake jealousy and detraction. Get jealous 
of your professional brother’s success, and you are almost sure to detract 
from his fair merits, and so injurehim. This is a pitiable feeling and so- 
ciety will immediately perecive it. Never disparage your professional 
brother. You may differ, must sometimes explicitly declare (perhaps pub- 
licly declare) that difference, because your character may be involved ; 
but this is avery different thing from voluntary detraction. It ill be- 
comes you to expose, or to glory in a professional brother’s mistakes or er- 
rors. These, heaven knows, are bitter enough without such addition on 
your part. Let him that stands take heed lest he fall—and when he reck- 
Jessly aspers his professional brother’s character or uncharitably blazons 
his mistakes; remember that he too has a character to lose. The medical 
man’s profesfessional reputation is his life of life. In this respect it ap- 
proaches tothe delicacy of female reputation. Blow upon either, and 
you do anirreparable injury. But let this injury come from a brother of 
the profession, and itis not merely a wound—but a poisoned wound. In 
these remarks I address myself not only to you, my friends, but to ad! the 
students int he College. 

‘The duty which you owe to Society may be briefly summed up under 
the heads of fitness of your undertakings—modesty of demeanour in all 
situations—self-controul—great discretion and genuine disinterestedness. 
On vyouyhiness Tor your duties, we have already pronour-ed. I pray you 
so to demean yourselves that this our honest opinion, may be ratified by 
the voice of the people among whom you are to go—to practise pour pro- 
fession. To the knowledge you now possess or hereafter may add to, 
conjoin a becoming diffidenee of yourselves. Do not be forward to ex- 
press opinions even in your own professsion save én proper and profes- 
sional occasions. Be extremely cautious in pronouncing on the practice 
of others. Do so only in professional consultation, or in such circum- 
stances that you may feel bound to state the truth without fear, favour or 
affection. Do not look upon your profession merely in the light of a 
trade, to make money by. It is sometimes very easy to make money. by 
our profession, provided a man could gulp the degradation of enriching 
himself unworthily. I say it advisedly that the great secret of the po- 
verty of many European medical men in India, is simply, that they can- 
not afford to lose their own self-esteem. Iam not called upon to illus- 
trate this point at present. It is sufficient that I make the allusion, and 
express a strong hope that you, our Hindoo brethren, will be found not a 
jot less inert to the sinister influence of what is by your countrymen 
supposed to be irresistible ! Instead of a trade, consider your profession, 
rather as a privilege, which permits you, in the scheme of Providence, 
to become its instruments, in the relief of suffering and the alleviation of 
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thy ; but let the poor and distressed man ever find in you a ready, hu- 
mane,and patient listeners and counsellors. You may have it in your power 
todo the public service by exposing the system of gross and general 
quackery which is productive of so much mischief among the people of 
this country. You can have no difficulty in making observations on this 
matter, and of communicating the results to the profession. You might 
also, ina temperate and becoming style, examine the claims of the Sur- 
suttu, ot Medical shaster, to be considered as a proper, or even safe medical 
vade-mecum. You may have it in your power also to add to the general 
stock of knowledge in collateral branches of scientific observation. In 
this way I hope you will particularly bring your attainments in chemical 
analysis to good account, and that you will not be indifferent to the mete- 
orology, and agriculture, and ina word, the general statistics of such places 
as you may be stationed at. 


‘In regard to the Government which we have the honor to serve, you will 
be careful to acquit yourselves faithfully, honestly, and zealously of the 
duties it may claim from you. Remember that there is not a grain of me- 
dicine dispensed to the sick, that does not put the Government to expense. 
You will therefore be conscientiously serupulous about every thing com- 
ing under the head of medical expenditure and comfort committed to your 
charge: and, recollect, that dishonesty consists as much in carelessness con- 
cerning property of any kind,confided to a man’s keeping, as the applica- 
tion of it to other purposes than those for which it was so entrusted to him, 
You owe the Government a large debt of gratitude for the precious advan-~ 
tages of a liberal and scientific education which, in the exercise of a truly 
enlightened policy, it hasconferred upon you, and yon will therefore, Idoubt 
not, be ready cheerfully to conform yourselves to all its behests, in re- 

. gard to your future employment. I ng Lage that you would not 
give in to a weakness, too common to Bengallees; that of an unwilling- 
ness to quit Bengal itself, or even Calcutta. This is a most contemp- 
tible feeling, and of jtself indicative of a lower tone of civilization, than 
those who yield to such an unmanly prejudice, are aware of. Be not 
over-solicitous about rank and pay. Rest assyred that yourclass hate 
influential friends who will not overlook whatever relates to pony, promo- 
tion and your welfare, and when I consider what the nobleman now at 
the head of the administration in India, has done for the institution, of 
which you are members and the first fruits; I hope I am not presuming 
too much, in saying.that in the Governor General himself you and your 
class havea fast friend. In regard to rank, recollect that there are two 
kinds, factitious or mechanical rank, and that which can only be confer- 
red on man by the Almighty, and the use he makes of his own talents. 
Be more solicitous about the latter than the former. Iknew a man once 
who was a Surgeon on the Bengal Establishment; the only factitious 
rank, after 32 years’ service in India, which he ever obtained, was that of 
a Captain in the Army. He was a person of most distinguished ability in 
his profession, of rare sagacity and admirable skill as surgeon and phy: 
sician. His general acquirements were on a par with his professional en- 
dowments, but what was a fine feature in his character was his straight- 
forward candour and his utter disdain of any thing that would come un- 
der the head of unprofessional conduct. Add to this, that he was a man 
of large benevolence and a munificent friend to the poor and distressed, 
and lived respected and beloved, not merely by the members of his own 
profession, but by society at large. Aye—and his name is to this hour as 
ssion, but Dy SOCICLY ot ter ees 4 3a words. and this I tel! you isa 
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Make such aman your model of condact, for I am glad to say that he still 
lives among us, and his name is Simon Nicoison. 


«My young friends, 1 now bid you farewell—Go forth in the strength 
ofa good cause and earn for yourselves an honorable name in an (to 
you) untried path. As L have said, you are the first fruits of a great 
experiment; that of enfranchising the native mind from ignorance and 
dark prejudices. Recollect that the success to a certain extent of this 
most interesting experiment depends upon your future career. A false 
step onsyour part might be productive of disastrous consequences to the 
great cause of native education, to say nothing of the mortification which 
any misconduct, or failure of yours, would inflict upon your teachers, 
and upon us, your god-fathers, as I may say in the profession. Farewell 
and may prosperity and happiness crown your honest eerie, 


At the conclusion of the address, the ptizes by Baboo Dwarkanath 
Tagore awarded to successful students in the annual examination, and 
the Government Gold and Silver Medals with certificates of proficiency 
were distributed, and the meeting terminated by Sir E. Ryan, thank- 
ing Dwarkanath Tagore for his munificient aid in behalf of the 
College. 





